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TWO SHILLINGS

~ EDITORIAL

It is better fo ask some of the questions

than to know all the answers
—The "u'"'nf’;:l';';',ﬂ_‘ii:-'e Puilnit

, in chis n'%":,.'lif‘, an t.“i.n'i'!'.lF'qE-:." -..;f upinion hetween

ARDLY ST.-'FI‘RI*-EI"'{GLY there 1s
l_l (W0 sections of our e rship and\ i Priaip le, this 1s to be encouraged, Part of
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enise of pro Qporuon, bul aso 3 scnsc of humour when © cach bh:c* es his -.:-“1::111‘ Ting
lamp 0 be the got rgeous light of day ™ it is surely ume for hum 1 ';.uw and reflect
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iwucr!'hi teacher.
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Readers are reminded that letters will
be forwarded to contributors on request
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we would ke to hear rom every
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subscriber telling us of his (or her) reaction 10 a somewhat unu gal publistung
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Taliesin
Attacked . ..

Is it not time that professed witches
stopped knocking one another with the
attempt to prove that they. themselves,
are the chosen ones ?

I am sick to death of those who talk
about the Gardnerites with their cloak-
and-dagger initiations and then go on 10
describe a much more cloak-and-dagger
method of staving in 2 haunted w ali
night. This would have no effect on
anyene but those with fecble imaginative
minds, who still believe 1o the bogey-man
of their childhood days. Why not revive
the old story of spending the night in the
* Chamber of Horrorse "

As to the descendents of witches and
those who claim to have witches’ blood,
1 would like to remind them that most
Brinshers must have some witchblood
from ther ancestors.

Ir is zbout time that these seil-
appointed = Greats ” got off their hobby-
horses and came down to earth and
remembered the words of the unmortal
bard, Robert Burns :

O wad som poww’r the gifae gw us

To see oursels ay others see us !

The biggest laugh is that all these
objectors of so-called * cloak-and-dagger
methods ** are afraid to come out from
behind their own cloaks, and hade behind
pseudonyms.

1 aiso thought Pentagram was intended
to bring wgether different covens on
friendly terms and not for the purpose of
whipping up hatred between different
groops by publishing perty insults from
ponentited, —ARNOLD CROWTHER, 367
Cixtv Road, Sheffikd 2.

[ L &

As this letrer b principally an attack on our
contributor Talicsin, we have jovited hum 10
reply.—Ld. 5

My first impulse on reading Mr. Crowther's
letter wat to leave it without comment of any
SOSL, e 1T 3eCThs B e [0 confiom, in almost
every way, il dist has becn said abowul b
foliowers of Gardper—and much, too, that |
have hesrd abour Mr. Crowther! On reficc-
tinds, Bowever, it serms (0 me thar one should
ot let even sach 4 orade sttack a3 this onc
(s withott masking a few Obgervations, so i
will take the lerter paragraph by paragraph.

13 [ am not & professed ' winch,”  The
bigpest difference beiween the . okd :cimgiuuz.
eeaditian 3 which [ belong, and b {aard-
nErienad 4 THAL W o I 5T iri"»{' ihe '-'-'_Ii-iti
*and never use ial it bs st el j.'-"!.'i-..'h'l-'ii"i'.;
i rmadie clear whal we mean withoaut it. The
srsaveury pablicey still attachung thercto
hrough the activings of certun of the madera
crvvens showe how NEnt we e

3} A careful reading o m) delibersiely
VgL Gl rrPlian ~=f-1_};r ],fth'j,-::?aljacir- for the
rite wonsld revesl that | :-i-e:k».-. of 2 pobaen being
drurik bebere the wapirant s lefr alone. This
oition wotld asdist even Mr Lrowiner 1o 3
HAosdr Haigons wihl the Godsethough | foas
Tt fur W atiid et rEdsl v’ -

43 I find this paagriph qloie absard.  Fix
ypesis i i thare Weie, ai sbans e - The

fust, g special ract in thets blands from whom

*witeh

this substance " witchblood = bas Deen rans-
mitted in the blsodline. 1 would agree that
thiere is a latent but strong stresk of paganism
in the Brinsh; but that in alk of us there is an
impulse to take up this moedem combination of
Saracenic Horned God worship grifted on to a
vague Celtic stock--this 15 nonsense’

{4} I which of my two arucles in Pemiagram
have [ appownted myself & ¥ Grear2™ 1 am
aot 3 humble perso—1 never have been—bdut
my journers through the Seven Gates have,
relatively speaking, hardly begun, and [ had
imagined that thus realisation of my own
inadequacies was kecping what [ wrote on an
even ke¢l, I know all the rites and nituals that

r¢ the stock-in-wrade of covens like Mt and
Mrs. Crowther's, and I have gone through the
three theatrical performances thal comprise
imitiation through to the Third Degree
Gardnerian-siyle (all under clan orders, [ may
add!y. In spite of knowing what I do aboun ix,
though, I had thoughs that 1 was reasonable in
miy Writings. As 10 what Burns has o do with
it==~this is to0 deep for me!

- (5] An extraordinary paragraph, this. Mr.
Crowther pours his terrible svorn upon us
because we will not dance gaily into the light of
publicity that he and his mmions enjoy so
muich. Are we perbaps 1o rival Mrs. Crowther
by writing articies for the women's magazines ?
Or have cameras at our gatherings w film us
prancing rather self-conscicusly around to the
beating of a drum 7 Or put up a Priestess as
the ooe and only " Queen of the Witches ™
{puinting out, of course, that sl the others are
bogus!) 7 Mo, Mr. Crowther, we have had
hupdreds of years of anonymuty | we hke i
rhat way, and we intead chat it shall continue.
We Jeave the ficld of publicity to you—have all
you want, with our blessings.

(&) Will somic kind person please il me in
which paragraph, sentence ot phrase of my
writings I have been guilty of * whipping up
hatred? 1 have re-read not only what 1 have
written, but also what Robert Cochrane has
writtesi, and I can find nothing to justify the
accusspon. 1 feel that Mr. Crowther has
wanted to finish this rather breathless lener on
g strong note, and has allowed aciuracy—
obviously at no tume his greatest virtuc—o
siip away from him altogether. As to 7 peity
insulis from nepcntities "—Conung 1rom Mr.
Crowther this is amusing but net really worth
commenting upon. I leave the Editor to
answer the guestion of whiat Pentagram 1 far.
T ALIESIN

. « « Gardner
Defended

[ feel 1 must write for the very first tine on the
subtect of our beloved religion but do 30 same-
what reluctantly as | have no wish for publicity
s such, I write not a5 a theologan, pundit,
critic or preacher but as 2 humbie, consecrated
sl annototed Priest of the Wicca who has the
sesponsibility and honour of being Leader 10 a
coven of sincere, revevend and happy brothers
e sisters of the Craft. Our High Priestess,
3 beautiful and talented young Lady, coruld,
were shic yo inclined, attract much publcity to
horsclf and thereby some werldly fame but
she prefers 19 remam quictly  anonymious,
viewing with pue concern and deep intescit ald
which tikes place within the resims of thhe
Craft i general and herown Coven i pariic ulag
¥s hgy been wisdopm i vhe (rods that some of
those initidted o the Wicoa have beeni
igspired  volumanly to  re cal  themselves
publicly 55 witches and #0 far much good has
resiulted  from  (RElr 2CUODS { personally
ilmure their Jonaragd and feel that we .!h-J_uliad
b thankfyl wiho aie concerned i the wellare
gad fusure of the Faith | aow cone to e
regwoly for M@y woiling:

I have pofed with piore than a Litie sadiness

how often the term * Gardnenan ' i used by
wiriters and correspondents in Femtagrom |
the term is invariably used in a somewhat
shghung manmer which many duok i un-
kindly and unfair 1o the latre Gerald B. Gardner
whe did more for our amcient Fath 1 2
practical way than any other single person in
this century. [ make thar statemient a9 an
hereditary Witch feariesaly and with deep
conviction for | know for a surery thar there
are & grear many peopie today who weuld
never have had the chance of opportonity of
corning back mto their own bad it not been for
him-——and weil they, and others, know it

Dr. Gardner opened the door {or many by
his writings, radio interviews, ctc., and the
publicity they engendered. He was necessary
at thar given period o our history. Hd awak-
ened by his efforts many who feit the inbom
urge to resurn to the Faith of their forebesrs
and I have positive prootf of this Trom the many
good Witches | have met persemally both
mwide and owntside the circle. Some theére are
who unkindly say ' Ob, he ot she 15 2 Gard-
nerian ;' some there are who appear 1o thunk
or believe that the Cord, Scourge and Knife
are’ " mertly Gardncoan  theatricabisms.”
They are nor ; they are true parts of the Faith
and were ever with usg and ever will be——{0r no
Witch was ever truly initieted except try way of
the three things 1 have menuvomed. At
willing o seffer 1o learm 77 15 3 veritabic xey-
stene of the Faith, there being, of course,
varying concepts in traditionsl method: in
different covens and districts. Fragments of
the Truth appear in ancient jocalised custom
and rirual and chese reman for the most part
jealously gpusrded, but there are those people
who think and honestly bghieve that because
certatn ninals have never Dednt segn or prac-
tised in théir particular coven that they must

rforce be unauthentic of spuriows. The late
¥t. Gardoer during his long life made in
exhsustive study of the Crafr i 13 many
fragmentary facets in widely scamered places,
and with infinire paticnee, love and Qure fe
sorted and sifted a wealth of information which
later he readily snd gencrously made available
to us in his writings. [ will always be gratelii
to him for that. 1 have mysell seen and
handled the large black bound book contzining
hundreds of pages of notes i his own hand,
fragmentary data collected from doaens of
sources in Britain and overseas. This enpoerrant
vaiiune 1§ oW B L PR ACES KM af a iciT:!{-..i
High Pricstess 1o whom he gave it in gratitude
for her help in collating, tabulsting and placing
into cohesive sequence and ocder (hal msg-
nificent wealth of knowledge he had so
patiently amassed over the vears. Sudh seore
knowledge of the Old Faith as had been handed
down to me from the two distinctly separate
famnily lines of Suffolk and Irish Witches which
gO bﬂ.ﬂk il jomst three R TUTeS I found, on
sudving D, Gardner’'s writiogs and potes, 14
be closely similar and sOmMETICS CXacuy s,
Can anvone wonder then why I feel saddened
whin l read in Mentagrion Ol Those silly
Gardnerian praciices '—when [ know lo
sure that they are the Truth or contain the
Truth! I have listened 1o many Who weze Closc.
to Gierald Gandner ; he was pot perfeot—bu
LRt “'h” i 2 J-b__l-__tﬂi._’ e 8 Wi by othet
rellgrous ctarkdards, viewpoinis O CONVOIDNS,
for we sre what we arg Decause we Rosow (O
hould know) better than they what this Life i
all about. I only wish it wene poasible for thos
who disparage to afignd our coven al Sabhat
atd sec the besutilul ritual pertormed by the
mernlers; 1o ser the work being done (or the
stck and needy, to hear the DEPOIRS Of the happy
snd often remarkable resalls of the vtk Gons
at previpus Sabbuts, 10 fecl the Power snd
sense the benevolent Presences of the Vighty
Dead “'.i:.'ﬁ the circle is ';-il.'ﬁ?u.":-: i the i':‘**t:'r;'-;~'
eoter: lHerally MO0 apother Tealm-—-uRkppy
naked and free for a whule from thy cares of

Cr I u-.ui.-%#wﬂjﬂrﬂwwﬂ.‘-._*. P ——
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s then, when | see my
faces agiw  with
curling wpwards, that

this tired oid world. It
people, their conttuted
Rappineas, swee! |nCcnst
| reslise stat klv tust how much the Craft owes
tis the lave Gerald Gardner. Believe me il who
reacd this that his virtues greatly exceeded hus
faxults ; higy his due and lex bim rest
pewceiully ler us not be discordant in the
Faith but continge 1o honour the Great Mother
g "'ir' Consort in whichever way we have
..girr- remembering that perhaps one
'_I...lu e will koow ™More and then ",'Ilﬂ."' (4 F L
we who kmow so very much know Dut very
ligtle for © Great is the Maother who givest all ;
ss thy laws sre, so shall be.” Be happy and
oot Wil be wise Mrach. Blessed
B —"" MONIIEU®
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[aliesin writes Having already com-
mented at length upon one letter in this 1ssue,
o beap into the Inay .ig.'i-..
u"-Jlnta.'I-.._'t more  mEadimn
iz likely to run SCIoss

I am soenewhat loatll
Monsieur' s lener
sentimentality than ong
outigide the stoe ries © d "-":-; Niggy-Winkle and
istle Noddy, and ought 1o de dealt with ruth-
Che writer, though, wa npce and
onc fecls the same reluctance one
there was Do

AEERY RECTS 2
sinoere that
world feel about telling 3 chald
Father Christmas '
Leaping ioao the letter, and wading chest-
Jdeep through the ~otling sentences and LW ining
DEIC MESSRET Wil id Jﬁ*’h&l. o
that ,l_, '-’*H,{Hf‘. T n.:mg 1o
vd accurste record of
,aT!i.."; | 1-&._-1;,1._:
iH-r'i had slready
even beloie ldnies

metaphors, Uy

be to the ctiect
(i. B. Gardner i3 3 Tree A
st anciest fich natve 1o thes
have thought that Rober {
cxposed This 23 2 ..1'.-.1;}'_

Shak's book on the Sufa showed the ornigins
more clearly. One could go into a long, ong
dissertation sbout all this, but space i lumaited
aid 1 will have 1o be s bniel as 1 can without
sacrificing sense. The curious can cauTy ¥
ther by repding & length the works of
arnd (harses Lelang in the
he works of
{dries Shah's
¢ o Kober

-hapter entitied

"-'.::1..!‘:' _powWiEy
spping on t

u
Aand Iead .'naﬂ_
=

LIS LENCD e
fargarer Murrzy
hook—with particular relere

Graves apuroduction and 102
T

Mysicry Rites,” page 30

55'::6".\: though, . B, Gardner's contnbu-
e was to start from Margaret Murray's
nological studics, wherein she suggested

Lk

AN ey 1
i (he roedieval WHCDHES OOl atained withun
g Tt rades Of the aRCrent fex 1|'.T'l
CLad, Wil --L'.._;.:..x:-.' owed sileglance o 10C

'I-{ul'!:r'a Fds * h‘r':-r'}}t-\.: LAY '

yrent Mother Lo
ot od :!'fif medieval

he Al LAt L Hoarmed

b showed seunistakable Middie-Eastern
R CIET I that the {roddess wWal NEVED ¥o
wuck 8 mcolioned cather DY witches under-

goifeg tTis Or by those who were [IYmg them,
' the CcOVERS WS vy en

A thegr (e BLEEDIATC O
- ' :. ’ ju W :""\l\.
: i ) L i
- il % 4 [ ] ERC 'L o il
LE e il b oWTl LET -0 st 15
ol " & 4 ki ._.':'-"._:" ! '.-..ﬁ. 1 Thal I L] ll:-'t i |
cenporung of LLrowicy an | & srroag inpection ol
Jand's bouks on EYpsY so6t and the
4 1 ' > ., I|
:.:I. s g W T Y }I 5 rﬂ LE oy LA TR
L | TR ol WAl DOy

withou! which no n eeting can propeily begls
The same itory i5 uvicd a8 pam of one of ihe
iatory rites '

I am afraid that 1 view with some scepbicsin
Mongicur § i (o come 10 2 jong ine of
Suffolk amd [rish ~ witches.” His wvery

devotion to the Gardnér doCirnineg secTns o |
to contradict this, though | am w
admit the possibility that there Cou
different areas, small pockets whao |
to vague ‘.“-"'ar:ﬂf-r':iﬁ of the medieval mm.h cud
and he may come from one of these. Burt then,
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MAZING (Cont.)

x«-:u;hrg-:‘. Getung out of line, knocking
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